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Synopsis

Philosophy Here and Now: Powerful Ideas in Everyday Life, Second Edition, is a hybrid text/reader
that helps students understand, appreciate, and even do philosophy. The book emphasizes
philosophical writing, reinforced with step-by-step coaching in how to write argumentative essays
and supported by multiple opportunities to hone critical thinking. It shows students how philosophy
applies to their own lives and brings the subject to life with engaging chapter-ending literary
selections, abundant illustrations, and a wealth of pedagogical features.FEATURES* A
comprehensive introductory chapter lays the groundwork for philosophical thinking* Six types of text
boxes--"Philosophy Now," "Philosophers at Work," "Philosophy Lab," "What Do You Believe,"
"Writing to Understand: Critiquing Philosophical Views," and "Writing to Understand: Arguing Your
Own Views" demonstrate the value and relevance of philosophy* Additional pedagogical elements
make the material even more engaging and accessible. These include marginal critical-thinking
questions, marginal quotes, a timeline, key terms (boldfaced at their first appearance and listed and
defined at the end of each chapter), marginal definitions, and a glossary.* Charts, tables, and color
photos keep students visually engaged* Fictional or narrative selections--followed by "Probing
Questions"--at the end of each chapter explore and dramatize the philosophical issues discussed* A
"How to Write a Philosophy Paper" appendix offers concise, step-by-step guidance in crafting an

effective philosophical essay
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Customer Reviews

"Vaughn has chosen the most important topics in philosophy. His menu cannot be improved upon.

With a beautiful opening chapter on the nature of philosophical thinking and remarkably concise



chapters on the most engaging issues in philosophy, and with a nice mix of classic and
contemporary philosophers, this is a terrific text. It is visually appealing as well."--Paul Herrick,
Shoreline Community College"Philosophy Here and Now is written in a clear, engaging, and lively
style. The author does an excellent job of explaining abstract and conceptually intricate material to
novices. The book introduces students to philosophy as a living enterprise, full of intellectual
surprises and relevance to everyday human concerns."--Philip Robbins, University of Missouri"With
Philosophy Here and Now, students consistently have a contemporary voice to get them interested
in the philosophical issues. The text supplements that voice with excerpts from original texts that are
manageable and do not overly test the attention of students."--Joseph A. Baltimore, West Virginia
University"Philosophy Here and Now is written on a student-friendly level. | like how Vaughn has
made philosophical issues relevant to everyday life. As a whole | find it the best text | have ever
used."--Gary L. Pagels, Northwest Mississippi Community College"In an introduction to philosophy
course it is all too easy to overlook the contributions of minorities in favor of the ’bigger’ names.
While the ’bigger names’ are crucial, they are far from the only voices in philosophy. The author
does a good job of balancing these elements."--dae Jerkins, Tyler Junior College"Philosophy Here
and Now has a lot of extra features that help students to develop a very wide and open perspective
on what philosophy is about. Vaughn has the extraordinary ability to explain and to summarize the
essence of philosophy in a few words. The detailed and excellent explanation of '"How to Write a
Philosophy Paper’ and the 'Sample Philosophy Paper’ will guide students in writing not just
philosophy essays, but also others in different disciplines."--Maria Guadalupe Rojas-Heaton, Cerro

Coso Community College

Lewis Vaughn is the author or coauthor of numerous books, including The Power of Critical
Thinking, Fifth Edition, (2015), Living Philosophy: A Historical Introduction to Philosophical Ideas
(2014), Philosophy: The Quest for Truth, Ninth Edition (2013), The Moral Life, Fifth Edition (2013),

and Bioethics: Principles, Issues, and Cases (2012), all published by Oxford University Press.

As a textbook goes, it wasn’t the most boring. But renting from was definitely a good choice. Will be

doing again in the Fall!

needed it for class

The exact text book | need for my Intro to Philosophy class and | was able to rent it for 1/4 of the



cost of buying one from my school bookstore.
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